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A
 THOUGH private international law as found in this
country is a substantive part of English law and is
almost entirely the result of judicial decisions,  its
growth has been influenced to a considerable extent by the
writings of jurists in other countries, and especially by the
doctrines that have found acceptance on the Continent. It is
still difficult to study the subject without at any rate a slight
acquaintance with the general trend of Continental thought. It
is therefore proposed to give here a short sketch of the historical
development of this branch of law,1
TKe Roman Empire.
Conflicting *3The state of things which necessitates a system of private
international law, namely, a number of conflicting territorial
laws> certainly existed in the Roman Empire, but the texts do
not throw a great deal of light upon the manner in which the
law of Rome resolved the conflicts.
The existence of conflicting territorial laws was due to the
1 The only separate work in English of an historical nature is Conflicts of
Laws in the History of the English Law, by Alexander N. Sack, It is contained in
Law: A Century of Progress 1835-1935, pp. 342-454, but it has been printed
separately by the New York University Press. Beale gives a full and valuable
outline of the general history of the subject in Conflict of Laws, pp. 1880-1975.
See also Wolff, pp. 19-51; Westlake, pp. 1-22; Yntema, -The Historic Eases of
Private International Law, 2 American Journal of Comparative Law, 296 etseqq.
The standard foreign works are Laine*, Introduction au droit international privS,
in two volumes, and Laurent, Droit civil international (1880), 8 vols. The
modern French authors, however, all give short historical summaries, e.g. Weiss,
Manuel de droit international prive1 (lyio ed.), pp. 339-65; Valery, pp. 8-51;
Niboyet (1944), iii. 40-196; Arminjon, Precis de drtit international prive* ($i&
<***» *947)> PP-,7*-i39; Surville, Cours tUmentaire de droit international priv/,
pp. 23-52; Batiffol, TraitUllmentaire de droit internationalpriv/(y& ed., 1959),
pp. 7 etseqq.

